A  FLEETING  TRIUMPH            235
scene when Lee and Tunstall had endeavoured
to extort from the Queen the oath to the new
Act of Succession, Chapuys in hot indignation
suddenly appeared at Richmond, where the King
was, to protest against such treatment. Henry
was intensely annoyed and offended, and refused
to see the ambassador. He was master, he said,
in his own realm ; and it was no good coming to
him with such remonstrances. No wonder that
Chapuys concluded, "Everybody fears some ill
turn will be done to the Queen, seeing the rude-
ness to which she is daily subjected, both in deeds
and words; especially as the concubine has said that
she will not cease till she has got rid of her ; and
as the prophecies say that one Queen of England is
to be burnt, she hopes it will be Katharine."l
Early in June Katharine urged strongly that
Chapuys should travel to Kimbolton to see her,
alleging the bad condition of her health as a reason.
The King and Cromwell believed that her true
object in desiring an interview was to devise plans
with her nephew's ambassador for obtaining the
enforcement of the papal censure/ which would
have meant the subversion of Henry's power j
and for weeks Chapuys begged for permission
to see her in vain. " Ladies were not to be
trusted/' Cromwell told him; whilst fresh Com-
1  Chapuys to the Emperor, 29th May 1534-
2  She had written more than one fiery letter to Charles during the
previous few months, fervently urging him to strike for the authority of
the Church,    All considerations of her safety and that of her daughter,
she said, were to be put aside.    It was the duty of the Emperor to Ms
faith that the march of heresy and iniquity in England should be stayed
at any cost, and she exhorted him not to faiL   {Calendar Henry VIII.,
February and May 1534.)